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Low Carbon 
Resilience 

Low carbon resilience (LCR) is a 

lens used to coordinate and co-

evaluate adaptation and 

mitigation strategies in policy, 

planning, and implementation 

processes to reduce both 

emissions and vulnerability.

Adapted from Cohen & Waddell, 
2007



Goals of 
ICABCCIPRACTICE: To increase local governments’ capacity to act on climate change by 

promoting LCR as a lens in local government decision processes.

1. Helping to streamline resources and capacity for adaptation and mitigation planning.

2. Synergizing LCR-friendly policies across departments.

3. Strategizing at a systems-scale to identify co-benefit opportunities.

4. Developing practical and effective LCR planning-to-implementation pathways.

5. Evaluating LCR benefits, challenges, and trade-offs in practice.



ICABCCI’s Research

Four key questions:

1. What are the opportunities for building capacity and mainstreaming?

2. What are the benefits, challenges, and trade-offs?

3. How can we monitor the effectiveness of LCR in practice?  

4. What key entry points and pathways are effective and replicable for an LCR 

framework of action?



ICABCCI 
STRUCTURE

Action Research 

Co-develop planning-to-

implementation pathways in 

practice

Intervene in climate 

action ecosystem

Identify key policy, 

funding, and expertise



An LCR Lens in 
Integrated 
Climate Action 
Planning



LCR Entry Point: Integrated Climate Action Planning
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Scale of Climate Action

A lot has been 
done, but no 
integration



LCR Guidance Document

What is it: This document outlines the planning steps 
and processes involved in embedding LCR into 
climate action planning and other local government 
decision processes.

LCR Relevance: Integrating adaptation and mitigation 
planning, no matter what stage of planning, is 
important in order to co-evaluate options that reduce 
vulnerability and emissions.

Usefulness to Local Governments: Local governments 
save time and resources, prevent contradictions, 
identify policy synergies, and promote co-benefit 
opportunities.



LCR Entry Point: Asset Management

Business prioritization: Criteria for 
emissions and adaptation/resilience 
embedded in all projects over $10,000

Natural asset inventory: Climate 
projections and natural asset inventories 
included in asset mapping and 
management processes



Natural Asset Valuation Summary

What is it: The document documents best practice in 
accounting for the ecosystems services provided by 
natural assets to communities and its citizens.

LCR Relevance: The preservation, rehabilitation, and 
expansion of natural assets increase adaptive capacity and 
minimize emissions, compared with conventional grey 
infrastructure; and can be an effective LCR strategy in 
securing municipal services over time. 

Usefulness to Local Governments: The valuation summary 
provides best practices in valuing natural assets, providing 
proxy data for local governments to consider in investment 
planning and asset management .



LCR Entry Point:  Procurement Policy

What is it: A document that outlines procurement areas 
where local governments can incorporate LCR strategies, 
criteria, and indicators to reduce emissions and adapt to a 
changing climate.

LCR Relevance: Procurement represents a major function 
where local governments have direct control and can 
influence corporate and service provider choices.

Usefulness to Local Governments: Can incorporate proposed 
LCR strategies, criteria, and indicators into existing 
procurement plans, related bylaws, or use to plug and play 
LCR into Sustainability Procurement Plans.



LCR Indicators & Measures

What is it: A database of best practice indicators to measure the 
effectiveness of LCR actions and determine success.

LCR Relevance: Indicators are necessary to communicate progress 
towards LCR objectives and determine the effectiveness of current 
local government efforts.

Usefulness to Local Governments: Local governments can use the 
LCR the indicator database to better understand and communicate 
key indicators and outcomes of LCR and evaluate their 
effectiveness over time.



LCR Co-Benefits Table

What is it: A document that outlines the 
extended community-building benefits that 
can be realized from LCR strategies beyond 
direct mitigation and adaptation benefits.

LCR Relevance: The identification and 
conveyance of these additional LCR benefits 
is an important way to incentivize LCR 
action to Council, staff, and community. 

Usefulness to Local Governments: LCR co-
benefits allow local governments to be more 
strategic and efficient with tax dollars by 
promoting multiple priorities alongside 
climate action.



Co-Benefits 
from LCR



Examples & Cases Briefings & 
Communications Tools

LCR Process Research & Learnings

ICABCCI Peer Learning Network & Resources

Sign up at: actinfo@sfu.ca


